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Objectives

• TB control in Alaska

• Brief historical perspective 

• Current epidemiology



TB Control in Alaska – Public Health

• Infectious Disease Program - Anchorage

– Physician, five nurse epidemiologists

– Case oversight, assist with outbreak investigations, 
surveillance, consults, medications

• Public Health Nurses

– Based throughout Alaska

– Groundwork, contact investigations, drug 
administration, etc

• Public Health Laboratories

• Public Health Vaccine Depot



Brief History of TB in Alaska



The Scourge of Alaska







Comstock GW and Philip Public Health Rep. 1961 January; 76(1): 19–24, G. Comstock 

and R. Phlip



Johnson MW, Health Serv Rep. 1973 March; 88(3): 247–254.



Alaska – Historical TB Rates
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*Large Pool of Latent TB*



Current Epidemiology



2011 TB Cases/Rates – “Top” States



Active TB Cases by year, Alaska, 1991-
2011



TB Rates



TB Cases, by Median Age, Alaska



TB Cases, by Age Group, 

Alaska and U.S.



Pediatric TB in Alaska, 2002-2011



Active TB Cases, by Race, Alaska



Active TB Cases, by Race, Alaska



TB Cases, by Race, Alaska, 2001-2010



TB Cases, by Sex, Alaska 



TB Rates by Region



TB Rates by Region



TB Rates by Region



Active TB Cases – Foreign Born, 

Alaska, 2002-2011



Foreign Born Cases, Country of Origin, 

Alaska, 2002-2011



Extra-pulmonary TB, Alaska



TB Mortality, Alaska, 2002-2011



Drug Resistance and Co-infection 

with HIV



Conclusions

• TB still a major problem in Alaska

– Highest rate in the United States

• Limited progress over past 15 years

• Alaska Natives and Asian/PI have greatest 
burden

• Large pool of latent disease, geography and 
health infrastructure important challenges



Thank you!


